
9933 Midway Road, Dallas, Texas 75220
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WELCOME TO ST. MONICA CHURCH!
We are pleased to have visitors join us in worship and we invite you 

to become active registered parishioners. Registration forms 
can be found in the vestibule, at the Parish Office, and online.

Mass Times
Saturday: 5:00 pm

Sunday: 8:00 am, 9:30 am,  
11:00 am, 12:30 pm,  

2:00 pm (español), 5:00 pm

Childcare for 11:00 am Mass
Ages: 12-months to 4-years

No Cost  
Room 114 Family Center

St. Monica Women’s Ministry

Weekday Mass Times
6:45 am, 8:00 am M-F

8:00 am Saturdays
First Fridays 5:30 pm 

Primer viernes del mes 7:00 pm

Reconciliation • Reconciliación
Saturday/Sábado

3:30-4:30 pm • 6:30-7:00 pm

Baptism • Bautismo
Third Saturday of each month at 10:00 am

Parents and godparents are required to attend a preparation class offered on the first  
Saturday of each month at 10:00 am. Call the Faith Formation Office to register.

Tercer sábado de cada mes a las 3:00 pm
Padres y Padrinos deben asistir a una clase de preparación que  

se ofrecen los primeros sábados de mes a la 1:00 pm. Llame  
a la Oficina de Ministerio Hispano.

Marriage • Matrimonio
Contact a priest or deacon at least six months before the planned marriage date.

Llame a un Sacerdote o Diacono por lo menos seis 
meses antes de la fecha de la boda.

Helplines • Linea de Ayuda
St. Vincent de Paul serves the poor or distressed on an emergency basis.  
972-994-1121 (confidential) Volunteers contact: info@stmonicasvdp.org

Stephen Ministry helps those experiencing grief, divorce, job loss, chronic  
or terminal illness, or another life crisis. 214-914-2802 (confidential)

Bulletin Deadline
Monday at 12:00 noon • Submit notices in writing to  

ecooper@stmonicachurch.org.

Search for “St. Monica Church Dallas” in the app store.
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“When you are 
invited by someone to 
a wedding banquet, do 
not recline at table in 
the place of honor. A 

more distinguished guest 
than you may have been 

invited by him.”
Luke 14:8



A nurse told the story that in the 
second month of nursing school, the 
professor gave a pop quiz. She was 
a conscientious student and breezed 
through the questions, until reaching 
the last one. “What is the first name of 
the woman who cleans the school?” 
She had seen the cleaning woman 
several times. She was tall, dark-haired 
and in her fifties. But knowing her 
name? Surely this was some kind of 
joke. She handed in the paper, leaving 
the answer blank. Then another 
student asked if the last question would 
count toward the grade. “Absolutely,” 
said the professor. “In your careers 
you will meet many people. All are 
significant. Each deserves your 
attention and care, even if all you do is 
smile and say ‘hello’.” She never forgot 
that lesson. She also learned that her 
name is Dorothy.

As we listen to the gospel parable 
today, it would almost seem as if 
Jesus is joking. It is not his style to 
offer advice on how to manipulate 
a situation to make sure you get 
recognition among others and get 
moved up to a place of higher honor. 
He begins the parable by saying, 
“When you are invited by someone to 
the wedding banquet.” The wedding 
banquet is his favorite image for what 
the kingdom of heaven will be like. And 
as the parable story unfolds, we realize 
that he is not talking about seating 
charts and who gets to sit closest to 
the front. His challenge is that we make 
honored guest of the most unlikely, 
anyone who will not have the means 
to pay us back for our kindness. When 
it comes to the banquet Jesus is 
preparing for us, all are significant. 

All are significant. In our own family, 
it is easy to take those we love for 
granted. We let little things become 
more important than they are and so 
we hold grudges and set conditions 
on our willingness to forgive. We have 
opportunities to express our love, and 
we let it pass undone. Those who are 
most important often do not know that 
we believe they are most important.

All are significant. As a new day 
begins we will meet others. With some 
we automatically interact, because 
they are coworkers or friends. Others 
will be unknown to us, but they care 
for us at a restaurant, or a store, or 
at the doctor. And it is easy to rush 
along, acting important, being busy, 
expressing by our attitude that we 
cannot be bothered. We show that 
their help is expected and we deserve 
it. A smile, treating each individual as a 
friend and not a servant, simply giving 
away a little of our time as we give 
them our attention – these little gifts 
cost nothing, yet show that we value 
each person as a fellow child of God.

All are significant. The honored 
guests at Jesus’ banquet are those 
who are the weakest and those 
forgotten by society. There are people 
who are alone and forgotten sitting 
with us in church today. There are 
families who have come to our city 
looking for a better life who instead find 
they are living on the edge, wondering 
only about how to provide for one 
more day. We see that suspicion and 
resentment often makes it impossible 
for everyone to feel blessed by the 
opportunities available in our city. And 
we can’t take every homeless person 
in, or provide for every hungry child, or 
erase all suffering. But we carry a great 
responsibility.

This weekend the entire parish is 
being challenged to look BEYOND 
BOUNDARIES. The list of those 
who need to be welcomed into the 
banquet is endless. As we consider 
all the blessings and opportunities we 
enjoy personally and as a community, 
we have to do something. All are 
significant in the eyes of Jesus. And 
if we let him, Jesus will show us 
that is possible to look beyond our 
comfortable limits and see there is so 
much more we can do to do our part in 
welcoming all to come to his banquet.

By the way. You see him each week 
making sure everything is cared for. 
His name is Hector.

—Fr. Stephen W Bierschenk 
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Pancake Breakfast! Come celebrate St. Monica’s 
Feast Day TODAY with a pancake breakfast from 8:30 
am-11:00 am in the school cafeteria. This is an annual 
breakfast hosted by the St Monica Knights of Columbus 
Council 5656 and we would love for you to join us!  All 
pancake eaters welcome and invited!

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Father Bierschenk seeks parishioners to serve 3-year terms on the Parish 
Council beginning in September. If you are interested in serving, please submit 
the application that can be found on the church website under Advisory Councils. 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The St. Monica School Rosary group will meet to pray the Rosary on 
Wednesday, August 24th, and every Wednesday that school is in session at 
2:30 p.m. in the Church. We pray for our School, the administrators, staff, 
families, and their intentions. We welcome all to join in prayer. Email Iona 
Fernandes at ifernandes@sbcglobal.net if you have any questions.
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Youth Handbell Ringers Wanted! Mr. E is looking for new 5th-12th grade 
ringers for the youth handbell group! No experience is needed and training 
will be provided. The group will start back up on Sunday, September 11 
from 9:30am-10:30am in the Music Room. If you are interested, please see 
Emmanuel or email him at eespiritu@stmonicachurch.org.
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Little Rock Scripture Study begins Sunday, Sept. 11!  If you haven’t 
registered, there is still plenty of time. This fall we will be studying the 
Gospel according to John and the Johannine Letters. We meet after the 
9:30 Mass every Sunday (10:35-12:15 p.m.) in the Lower Lounge of the 
Family Center, Room 109.  Whether you are a veteran or a beginner, Bible 
study is a rewarding way to deepen your faith and understanding of the 
Word of God. The fee for the class is $15, which includes study materials.  
To register, or for more information, please contact Dan and Sally Cook 
at sallycook@sbcglobal.net, or at 214-794-6575. We take a break for the 
holidays and will start the spring semester in mid-January. We invite you to 
come and join us!
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Adorers are needed in St. Monica’s Chapel on Sundays and Mondays 
from 6 pm-7 pm. For more information, contact Margie Giangiulio at 
adore10397@sbcglobal.net.

Mass Intentions
Sunday, August 28
8:00 am........ Priest’s Intention
9:30 am........ Priest’s Intention
11:00 am ...... Priest’s Intention
12:30 pm ..... Priest’s Intention
2:00 pm .........Priest’s Intention 
5:00 pm........ Priest’s Intention

Monday, August 29
6:45 am ............Greta Forest U by Senan & Tina Fitzmartin 
8:00 am ............Michael Kevin Rogers U by Simons Family

Tuesday, August 30
6:45 am ............For Madden & Canary Families
8:00 am ........Manuel Flores Corona by Diaz Family

Wednesday, August 31
6:45 am...........Holy Souls U by Miguel Moon
8:00 am ..............Chris Ann Nalborski U by Simons Family

Thursday, September 1
6:45 am ............Linda Franks U by Melissa Franks
8:00 am ......... Dave Shipley U by Petrikas Family

Friday, September 2
6:45 am ..............Mary C. Boland U by Janel & Danny Cooper
8:00 am ............Anacleto Fernandes U by Petrikas Family
5:30 pm ............Christopher Wilcox U by Nancy & Ed Mello
7:00 pm ............Priest’s Intention

Saturday, September 3
8:00 am ............Joan DeMetrovich  
                        by DeMetrovich Family
5:00 pm ..............Juliana Landa U by Virginia & Mark Filhiol

Sanctuary Light
This week the Sanctuary Light is burning for those 
suffering from the floods in Louisiana.

For Our Sick
To request a name to appear, please contact the parish office 
or complete a green prayer request card (found on tables at 
the back of church) and place the card in an offering basket. 

Names will appear for 3 weeks.The numbers after the names begin at 3 and 
count down and are intended to help those who make requests.

For Our Departed
Nola Redmond
Eddie Mitchell
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News & Events
Stewardship
08-21-2016

Regular  -  $38,999
Louisiana Floods  -  $27,121  
Total Mass Attendance

08-21-2016
3,379

Jeanie Wilson1

Lorenzo2

Zach2

Rudy Chavira2

Tony Chavira2

Jessica Martinez2

Franco Miramontes3

W W W
Wednesdays from September 7th - October 26th

7:00 pm - 9:00 pm | Family Center Room 201
Video and discussion - Cost is $20 

Register at visit www.stmonicachurch.org
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News & Events

September 3 at 5:00 pm  
Brian & Sharon Mitchell

September 4 at 8:00 am  
Joseph & Consuelo Zacarias

September 4 at 9:30 am  
Jimmy & Lisa Miramontes

September 4 at 11:00 am  
Pat & Selina Garza

September 4 at 12:30 pm  
Juliette Akagu

September 4 at 5:00 pm  
Jeff & Christy Libby

Family Vocation Chalice
To participate call (214) 368-3640

St. Monica’s Faith Formation is still currently needing catechists in the 3rd, 
5th and 6th grade. Classes start September 11th and are held on Sunday 
afternoons from 3:15- 4:45 pm. There is still time to be trained as a catechist. 
For more information, please call Mariangela Byrne at 214-357-8549.
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

A FREE Singing Class for adults will be offered on Wednesdays from 
7:00-7:45 pm in the Church, beginning September 7th. Anyone interested in 
improving singing skills is invited to join the class to learn about singing and 
music-reading. You are not obligated to join the choir to participate in the 
class. Meetings will run from September 7th until October 26th. Questions? 
Contact Jeremy Wirths at jwirths@stmonicachurch.org. 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

New Handbell Ringers Needed! We need new ringers for our Adult Handbell 
Choir. Training is provided and will be scheduled with you either individually 
or in a group. Rehearsals are held Sunday afternoons at 5:00 pm. The first 
rehearsal is Sunday, September 11th. Trainings will be scheduled before the first 
rehearsal. Questions? Contact Jeremy Wirths at jwirths@stmonicachurch.org.
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Are you interested in becoming Catholic? Do you know someone who is? 
If so, invite them to sign up for RCIA, the process of becoming Catholic. RCIA 
classes will be held on Monday evenings from 7:00 - 9:00 pm starting September 
12th. Our classes are for those who have not been baptized, were baptized 
in another faith tradition, or were baptized Catholic but have not received the 
Sacraments of Confirmation and Eucharist. Participants may also audit the class. 
If interested, visit our website or call the parish office at 214-357-8549.
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

St. Monica Grief Support Ministry Have you suffered the loss of a loved 
one? St. Monica is accepting registrations for the Grief Support Ministry. 
Sessions will begin on Wednesday, September 14, 2016, 7 pm-9 pm. 
Sessions are led by trained lay facilitators. The support group is free, with 
only the cost of $10 for the book. Contact either Maria Juarez-Plank at 
214-366-7173 or mplank@stmonicachurch.org or Jim Einspanier at 214-
914-2802 or jeinspanier@navigationfinancial.com to register.

Women’s Retreat
September 10th | 8:30 am - 5 pm 

Register online at stmonicachurch.org

The love of Christ and our care for others 
is not limited only to this parish. Many 
individuals volunteer to serve outside 

our parish in programs that serve others. 
And we are inviting families, individuals, 

and parish organizations to look for 
one or more projects in which to be 

involved during the coming year, to show 
our appreciation for our blessings by 

being involved in other places to bring 
blessings to those who do not have the 
opportunities we enjoy. Our goal is to 

reach  

25,000 hours  
of service outside of St. Monica by next 

August. We plan to encourage one 
another by sharing the story of what we 

are doing by reporting regularly how many 
volunteer hours are being given by our 
parishioners. You can “deposit” hours on 

the deposit slips located on tables at the 
back of the church and drop them into the 
collection basket OR “deposit” online at 

www.stmonicachurch.org/faithinaction.

We are so richly blessed, and  
we can do more as we put our  

Faith In Action – Beyond Boundaries. 



Vigésimo Segundo Domingo del Tiempo Ordinario 28 de agosto 2016

Noticias y Eventos

Curso de Duelo y Luto ¿Ha sufrido la pérdida de un ser querido? Les invitamos 
a considerar asistir a las próximas sesiones del grupo de Apoyo de Luto y Duelo. 
Las sesiones inician el martes, 27 de Septiembre a las 7pm.  Las reuniones son 
semanalmente de 7pm. a 9pm., por 10 semanas. Estará con otras personas que han 
pasado por situaciones similares y en grupos pequeños.  Asistir al grupo es gratis, lo 
único que tiene que hacer es comprar su libro por $10 dólares. Para más información 
llame a Betsy Arciniega al 214-854-1676 o Minerva Holmes al 469-733-3925.
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Cáliz Familiar Únase a orar por las vocaciones sacerdotales y religiosas a través 
del programa del Cáliz Familiar. Se llevara un cáliz a su hogar por una semana 
para rezar por las vocaciones. También se les dará un libreto con oraciones para 
que rece con su familia. Por favor llame a la Oficina Parroquial 214-357-8549.

Cáliz Vocacional  
Familiar

Para llevarse el Cáliz llame  
al (214) 358-1453

4 de Septiembre  
Familia Rocha

11 de Septiembre  
Familia Banda 

18 de Septiembre  
Familia Diaz

25 de Septiembre  
Familia Trejo 

El amor a Cristo y nuestro cuidado a otros no se limitan a esta 
parroquia.  Muchos individuos ofrecen su servicio fuera de la 

parroquia en programas que sirven a otros.  Estamos invitando a 
los ministerios parroquiales y parroquianos a considerar uno o más 
proyectos para involucrarse durante este próximo año y manifestar 
el aprecio a nuestras bendiciones en lugares donde otros no son 

tan bendecidos como nosotros. Nuestra meta es completar 

25, 000 horas
de servicio fuera de las instalaciones Santa Mónica para 
el próximo Agosto.  Esperamos motivarnos mutuamente 

compartiendo nuestras historias y experiencias de lo que 
estamos haciendo, reportando regularmente las horas de 

servicio comunitario que los parroquianos voluntarios están 
haciendo.  Puede usar la forma de “deposito” que se encuentra 
en las mesas de las entradas principales de la Iglesia, llenar las 
horas de servicio completadas y ponerlas en las canastas de la 
colecta o ir a la página de Santa Mónica, www.stmonicachurch.

org/faithinaction y llenar la información ahí. 
Somos  abundantemente bendecidos y podemos hacer más si 

ponemos nuestra Fe en Acción – Más allá de los Límites.

W W W



De El Pastor
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Una enfermera conto una historia 
que en el segundo mes de clases de 
enfermería, un profesor les dio una 
prueba. Era una estudiante consciente 
y rápidamente terminio las preguntas 
hasta la última. “¿Cuál es el primer 
nombre de la mujer que limpia la 
escuela?” Habia visto la señora varias 
veces. Era alta, pelo oscuro y estaba 
en sus cincuentas. Pero, ¿saber su 
nombre? Seguro que esto era una 
broma. Entrego su prueba dejando en 
blanco esa pregunta. Después otro 
estudiante pregunto si esa pregunta 
le contaría en su grado. “En absoluto,” 
dijo el profesor. “En sus profesiones 
van a conocer varias personas. Todas 
son importantes. Cada uno merece su 
atención y cuidado, aunque solamente 
les den una sonrisa y digan ‘hola’.” 
Ella nunca olvido esa enseñanza y 
aprendió que su nombre es Dorotea.

Al escuchar el evangelio de hoy, 
pareciera que Jesús está bromeando. 
No es su estilo el dar consejo de como 
manipular la situación o asegurarse 
que sean reconocidos frente a otros 
y ponerlos en un lugar de alto honor. 
Inicio su parábola diciendo, Cuando te 
invitan al banquete de una boda.” El 
banquete es su imagen favorita de lo 
que es el reino del cielo. Al describir 
la parábola, nos damos cuenta que 
no habla de la arreglos de sillas y 
quien se sentará enfrente. Su reto 
que hagamos nuestro invitado de 
honor al menos esperado, alguien que 
no tendrá los medios para devolver 
nuestra bondad. Cuando llegue el 
momento del banquete que Jesús 
espera para nosotros, todos son 
importantes. 

Todos son importantes. En nuestra 
familia, es fácil dar por hecho aquellos 
que amamos. Dejamos que las 
pequeñas cosas sean más importantes 
de lo que son, entonces guardamos 
rencores y ponemos condiciones en 
perdonar. Tenemos oportunidades de 
expresar nuestro amor y las dejamos 
pasar. Aquellos que son importantes, 
a menudo no saben que creemos que 
son importantes. 

Todos son importantes. Al 
iniciar un nuevo día conocemos a 
otros. Con algunos interactuamos 

automáticamente porque son 
compañeros de trabajo o amigos. 
Otros son desconocidos, pero nos 
atienden en los restaurantes, en la 
tienda o en el doctor. Es fácil pretender 
ser importantes, estar ocupados o 
tener una actitud de no querer ser 
molestado. Mostramos que esperamos 
su ayuda y que la merecemos. Una 
sonrisa, tratando a cada individuo 
como un amigo y no un sirviente, 
dando algo de nuestro tiempo al darles 
nuestra atención, estos pequeños 
regalos no cuestan nada y muestran 
que valoramos a cada persona como 
hijo de Dios. 

Todos somos importantes. Los 
invitados de honor en el banquete de 
Jesús son los débiles y los olvidados 
por la sociedad. Hay personas que 
están solas y se sientan junto a 
nosotros en la iglesia. Hay familias 
que han venido a nuestra ciudad en 
busca de una mejor vida, y viven 
muy apenas pensando cómo van 
a proveer para otro día. A menudo 
vemos que la suspicacia y el 
resentimiento hacen imposible que 
todos se sientan bendecidos por 
las oportunidades disponibles en 
nuestra ciudad. No podemos recibir 
a todos los desamparados, dar a 
cada niño hambriento o borrar todo 
sufrimiento. Pero tenemos una gran 
responsabilidad. 

Este fin de semana toda la 
comunidad esta retada a mirar Más 
Allá de los Límites. La lista de aquellos 
que necesitamos recibir al banquete 
es interminable. Al considerar todas 
las bendiciones y oportunidades 
personales y comunitarias que 
tenemos, debemos hacer algo. Todos 
son importantes en los ojos de Jesús. 
Si lo dejamos entrar, Jesús nos dejara 
ver que es posible mirar más allá de 
nuestra comodidad y hay mucho más 
que podemos hacer de nuestra parte 
para recibir a todos los que vienen al 
banquete.

A propósito, lo miran cada fin de 
semana asegurándose este bien. Su 
nombre es Hector.

—Fr. Stephen W Bierschenk 

RICA ¿Qué es Rica? RICA – Rito de 
Iniciación para Cristianos Adultos. Si es 
una persona adulta y le gustaría recibir 
los sacramentos de Bautismo, Primera 
Comunión y/o Confirmación les invitamos 
considerar las clases de RICA (Rito de 
Iniciación para Cristianos Adultos).  Este 
programa inicia el 11 de septiembre y 
termina en Pascua del 2017.  Las clases 
también son para aquellos adultos que 
quieran seguir creciendo y conociendo más 
sobre la fe católica.  Para más información 
por favor comuníquese a las Oficinas 
Parroquiales 214-357-8549. 
_________________________________________________________________

Catequesis Familiar Es un programa que 
acompaña a las familias en el camino de la 
fe al encuentro con Cristo, al mismo tiempo 
que sus hijos se preparan para recibir algún 
sacramento, ya sea el Bautismo, Primera 
Comunión y/o Confirmación.  Las clases se 
llevan a cabo en la Cafetería de la Escuela 
a las 3:15pm. y a las 6:15 pm en la Iglesia.  
Si su hijo va a recibir algún sacramento 
este año debe de asistir por lo menos a 10 
clases.  El objetivo principal de estas clases 
es ayudar a los padres a reconocer y ejercer 
el verdadero sentido de ser una “Iglesia 
Doméstica, para que vivan en una comunidad 
de fe, amor, oración y evangelización.  Para 
más información llame a la Oficina Parroquial, 
214-357-8549.
_________________________________________________________________

Castos Por Amor El Ministerio de Castos 
por Amor, les hace una invitación a las 
reuniones informativas sobre temas 
importantes que afectan la dignidad 
del ser humano.  Venga a escuchar las 
enseñanzas de la Santa Madre Iglesia, 
sobre la Teología del Cuerpo, Moralidad, 
Dignidad Humana y mucho más.  Las 
reuniones son los jueves de 7pm a 9pm. 
en el salón de la Biblioteca. Para más 
información llame a Cristina Sánchez, 214-
845-2630.
_________________________________________________________________

Misa en Honor al Sagrado Corazón de 
Jesús y Noche de Adoración Vengan a 
la Santa Misa del primer viernes de mes 
este 2 de Septiembre, en honor al Sagrado 
Corazón de Jesús a las 7pm. seguido 
por una Hora de Adoración con Jesús 
Sacramentado. 
_________________________________________________________________

Taller para Músicos ¿Te gusta el canto 
o la música? Te esperamos este sábado 
3 Septiembre a un taller de música que 
impartirá el litúrgico Juan Nicolás Vega de 
Colombia.  Su especialidad es la música 
Sacra y liturgia.  Trae tus instrumentos, tu 
voz y las ganas de aprender sobre música 
Católica. Para más información llama las 
oficinas Parroquiales 214-357-8549


