ST. MONICA

CATHOLIC CHURCH

9933 Midway Road, Dallas, Texas 75220
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Search for “St. Monica Church Dallas” in the app store.

WELCOME TO ST. MONICA CHURCH!
We are pleased to have visitors join us in worship and we invite you
to become active registered parishioners. Registration forms
can be found in the vestibule, at the Parish Office, and online.

Mass Times Weekday Mass Times
Saturday: 5:00 pm 6:45 am, 8:00 am M-F
Sunday: 8:00 am, 9:30 am, 8:00 am Saturdays
11:00 am, 12:30 pm, First Fridays 5:30 pm
2:00 pm (espafiol), 5:00 pm Primer viernes del mes 7:00 pm
Childcare for 11:00 am Mass Reconciliation * Reconciliacion
Ages: 12-months to 4-years Saturday/Sabado
No Cost 3:30-4:30 pm + 6:30-7:00 pm

Room 114 Family Center
St. Monica Women’s Ministry

Baptism ¢ Bautismo
Third Saturday of each month at 10:00 am
Parents and godparents are required to attend a preparation class offered on the first
Saturday of each month at 10:00 am. Call the Faith Formation Office to register.

Tercer sabado de cada mes a las 3:00 pm
Padres y Padrinos deben asistir a una clase de preparacion que
se ofrecen los primeros sabados de mes a la 1:00 pm. Llame
a la Oficina de Ministerio Hispano.

Marriage * Matrimonio
Contact a priest or deacon at least six months before the planned marriage date.
Llame a un Sacerdote o Diacono por lo menos seis
meses antes de la fecha de la boda.

Helplines ¢ Linea de Ayuda
St. Vincent de Paul serves the poor or distressed on an emergency basis.
972-994-1121 (confidential) Volunteers contact: info@stmonicasvdp.org

Stephen Ministry helps those experiencing grief, divorce, job loss, chronic
or terminal iliness, or another life crisis. 214-914-2802 (confidential)

Bulletin Deadline
Monday at 12:00 noon ¢ Submit notices in writing to

JANUARY 1 2017 ¢ ¢ A ecooper@stmonicachurch.org.
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Faby Gomez
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Debbie Diaz
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Melissa Franks
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Maria E. Juarez-Plank
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Faith Formation
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Director of Faith Formation .......... x 7132
Mariangela Byrne

Administrative Assistant .............. X 7549
Eldie Diaz

Marriage Ministry Coordinator.....x 7164
Coordinadora de Matriomonios
Martha Gonzalez

Ministerio Hispano
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Maria M. Gonzalez-Rocha

St. Monica School

Main: (214) 351-5688 « Fax: (214) 352-2608

Phil Riley, Principal
www.stmonicaschool.org

From the Pastor

The story is told that a famous
golfer from the United States went to
Saudi Arabia to teach the king how to
play golf. The king had over thirty golf
courses, but no one, including himself,
could play very well. The famous golfer
gave him a series of lessons, charging
a substantial fee for his knowledge and
expertise. After many weeks, it was
time for him to leave. An emissary for
the king came to tell him the king would
like to know what gift he wanted as he
was leaving. The golfer pointed out
that he had been well paid and did not
need anything further. But the emissary
insisted and told him the king would be
very insulted if he did not name the gift
he wanted. The golfer finally said, “Just
tell the king to give me a golf club. That
will be enough.”

The next day the emissary returned
and said the king had been delighted
with his suggestion. Then the golfer
was presented with a golf club — he
was handed the deed to an eighteen-
hole golf course! The moral of the story
is: in the presence of the king, ask for
no small gifts.

The church does not begin this new
year making predictions or calling for
resolutions that will soon be forgotten.
Instead, today we recall a mother.
Mary was central to the new beginning
that God had prepared to restore our
human relationship to himself to what
he intended. Mary placed herself in
God’s hands as she accepted the role
of being the mother of his Son. And
remarkable things began to occur as
her Son was born, the outcome of
which Mary could not imagine. She
could only “reflect on them in her heart”
as today’s gospel says. God does not
show us the future.

As we reflect on Mary’s role in
her Son’s life, we know she was not
standing aside, letting God take care
of everything. She was there helping
him to learn to speak, how to walk,
laughing at his jokes, wiping away
the tears when he scraped a knee.
She helped him see the wonders of
the world around him, and led him in

thanking God for his blessings. The
Son we know and love is a reflection of
the mother who shared him with us.

As we begin a new year, the image
of the mother and Son that is at the
center of our Christmas celebrations
is the perfect example of why we can
have high hopes for the future. Mary
was willing to trust God, to take her life
in an unexpected direction, to agree
that everything she had belonged to
God. And as we make our plans about
what we will do today, or during the
summer, or for our next birthday, her
example challenges us to always keep
in mind that God loves us completely,
and that only he is in control.
Sometimes all we can do is simply
say “Yes” to God, as Mary did, and put
things back in his hands. Like Mary, we
can accomplish great things for God,
because he will make them happen if
we cooperate with him.

And we don’t have to lower our
expectations for what God has in
store for us in the new year. “In the
presence of the king, ask for no small
gifts.” If we have been struggling with
another person, or we continue to
carry the burden of remembering how
someone we love has been hurt, as
we ask for peace, the King will help our
heart to heal and give us the strength
and courage to keep on moving. If
we are worried about what's coming
because of our health or our finances
or the world situation, ask for courage
and confidence, because the King is
promising that he is at our side and he
will see us through to something better.
As we begin the new year filled with
confidence, blessed and healthy and
happy, the King will give us even more
if we ask, so that we can be generous
in caring for those who need a blessing
in his name.

May 2017 be filled with blessings
and goodness for each of us. And
remember, as we come into the
presence of the King today, ask for no
small gifts. He wants to give us more!

--Fr. Stephen W Bierschenk
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News & Events

The St. Monica Church Offices will be closed on Monday, January 2nd in
observance of New Year’s. The offices will reopen on Tuesday, January 3rd at
9am.

LAFT will resume on January 8th for all Confirmation and youth ministry
participants. Join us as we kick off the second half of our year! As usual, the
doors to the gym will open at 6:00 pm.

Healing with Hope

St. Monica is hosting a 15 week program designed to help Catholics heal from
the emotional and spiritual pain of separation and divorce. The program will

be led by trained lay facilitators to guide participants along a path of hope and
healing. An informative orientation will be held on Tuesday, January 10 at 7 pm
in Room 217 of the Family Center at St. Monica. Regular weekly sessions will
begin on Tuesday, January 31, 2017 and continue through May 9th. The cost
of the program is $25. To register, visit stmonicachurch.org and click on the
“Healing with Hope” banner image. For more information, contact Erin Cooper
at 214-366-7142 or ecooper@stmonicachurch.org.

Stephen Ministers are members of St Monica Church who go through 50
hours of caregiving training in providing emotional and spiritual support to
people going through a difficult time, such as grief, divorce, job loss, illness or
another life crises. We will be training a new class of Stephen Ministers starting
January 12th, 2017. To find out more about becoming a Stephen Minister, call
Jim Einspanier at 214-914-2802.

Adorers are needed to sit with Jesus for one hour on Thursday from 11:00 pm
- Midnight and Fridays from 11:00 am - 12:00 pm. To sign up, contact Margie at
adore10397 @sbcglobal.net.

Note: The Stewardship and

Mass Attendance for Sunday, December 25th will be

reported in the January 8th Bulletin.

Bishop Robert Barron’s

CATHOLICISM
BEHE PIVOTAL PLAYERS

VOLUME 1

Wednesdays from January 18 - March 8
7:00 - 8:45 pm
Family Center Upper Lounge

Discover the figures who shaped the Church and changed the world! Join
us as we follow Bishop Robert Barron on a new journey to unlock the truth
behind the Catholic Church’s most influential people. CATHOLICISM:
The Pivotal Players is a multi-part film series that illumines the lives of six
saints, artists, mystics, and scholars who not only impacted the life of the
Church but changed the course of civilization. The fee is $25 and includes
a study guide. Register today at stmonicachurch.org.

Mass Intentions

Sunday, January 1

9:30 am........ Priest’s Intention
11:00 am...... Priest’s Intention
12:30 pm...... Priest’s Intention
2:00 pm........ Priest’s Intention
5:00 pm........ Priest’s Intention

6:45am............ Juan Barrera T by Mercedes Reuter
8:00am............ Christopher Wilcox T by Nancy & Ed Mello

Tuesday, January 3
6:45am............ Juan C. Barrera by Mercedes Reuter
8:00am............. Susan Mello & by Jean Ryan

Wednesday, January 4
6:45am........... For Our Priests
8:00 am............ Mary Burgess by Catholic Daughters

Thursday, January 5

645am............ Emesto Rodriguez ¥
by Mercedes & Heinz Reuter
8:00am............ Veronica Guzman by Flores Family

Friday, January 6

6:45am........... Joan Sallinger & by Sandy & Rich Haas
800am........... Charlotte Bozarth < by St. Monica School
530 pm........... Daniel Flynn & by McMahon Family
700 pm........... Priest's Intention

8:00am............ Amy Schiermann ¥ by Ed Schiermann
5:00 pm..ooerere George Anthony Gaal ¥
by The Watts Family

Sanctuary Light
This week the Sanctuary Light is burning for
Carolyn & Bill Donahue.

For Our Sick

To request a name to appear, please contact the parish office
or complete a green prayer request card (found on tables at
the back of church) and place the card in an offering basket.

Ester?

Dolores Ortiz'
Ma. Guadalupe Aguinaga?®

Lorenzo?
Zach?
Jesse Martinez?

Names will appear for 3 weeks.The numbers after the names begin at 3 and
count down and are intended to help those who make requests.

¢ ¥ o
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All young adults are invited to our monthly
XLT - a night of worship, inspiration, and
adoration. This month, we’re focusing on

the Blessed Mother.

JANUARY 3
7:00PM
FAMILY CENTER ROOM 220

www.L1FTministry.org

BEYOND BOUNDARIES

2016 ST. MONICA FAITH IN ACTION

Parishioners have logged

7,132 hours

of service beyond the boundaries of
St. Monica since we launched
Faith in Action!

Log hours at
www.stmonicachurch.org/faithinaction
or use a deposity slip, located at the
back of the church, and drop it in the
collection basket!

DEPOSIT

SFAITH IN ACTION:

42016-17 ST. MONICA"

News & Events

St. Monica Grief Support Ministry Have you suffered the loss of a loved one?
St. Monica is now registering for the Grief Support Ministry. Sessions will begin
on February 1, 2017, 7 pm - 9 pm. Meetings will be held once a week for 10
weeks and you will meet in small groups with others going through similar
experiences. Sessions are led by trained lay facilitators. The support group

is free, with only the cost of $10 for the book. Sessions will also be offered in
Spanish starting on February 7, 2017. Contact Bill Pratt at 214-728-3532 or
Pam Fete at 210-218-5777 to register or for any questions.

2017 Annual Roe Memorial Mass will be celebrated on January 13, 2017

at 7:00 p.m. by Bishop Greg Kelly at St. Monica Catholic Church. (Additional
parking available at Walnut Hill Rec Center, 10011 Midway Rd and Walnut Hill
Church of Christ, 10550 Marsh Lane with shuttle service) and Mass celebrated
in Spanish by Father Jesus Belmontes at San Juan Diego, 10919 Royal Haven
Ln, Dallas, TX 75229.

Family Vocation Chalice

To participate call (214) 368-3640

January 8 at 11:00 am
Michael & Amelia Hartman

January 7 at 5:00 pm
Marilyn Hicks

January 8 at 12:30 pm
Juan & Laura Ramirez

January 8 at 8:00 am
Tommy Fears

January 8 at 5:00 pm
Jose & Diana Mendoza

January 8 at 9:30 am
Felix & Lisa Munson

AK&DK 1/11/17
K -8 1/13/17
(RSVP FOR 4K & DK ONLY)

Registration begins @ 8:30 am
Presentation begins promptly @ 9:00 am

25th Anniversary of Ordinations for
Deacon Bob Marrinan &
Deacon Larry Lucido

Saturday, January 14, 2017
S pm Mass
Reception to follow
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Noticias y Eventos

Solemnidad de Santa Maria, Madre de Dios

itels wie, 2017/

La comunidad de Santa Monica les desea que este nuevo afio su vida siempre
este enraizada en el Amor que viene de Dios para percibir las bendiciones que
recibira todos los dias. Como familia en la fe les invitamos ser parte de ella e
integrarse alguno de los ministerios maravillosos que tenemos.

Grupos de Oracién / Crecimiento Espiritual
Divina Misericordia — Promover el amor misericordioso de Dios, Baltazar
Villanueva, 214-584-7789
Legién de Maria — Seguir los pasos de la primer discipula, Lazaro Barrueta
214-601-7692
Circulo Juvenil Agape — Jovenes Adultos Evangelizadores, Monserrat Chavez,
214-607-3425
Pastoral Familiar Hispana — Matrimonios y familias fortaleciendo su fe y
relacion, Romel y Rosalia 214-789-7421.
Apoyo Familiar — Ayuda y recursos para familias, Noe y Maria Vielma, 214-
609-9344.
Ministerio Imagen de Dios — promover la dignidad del ser humano, Elvia Cruz
214-998-5886.
Ministerio de Hombres — Adoracion Eucaristica y Charla mensual para
hombres, Luis Uribe, 214-530-7372.
Talleres de Oracion y Vida — Aprender a tener una relacién con Dios, 214-357-
8549.
Hora Santa Infantil — Una vez al mes dirigido especialmente para nifios y
adolescentes, Dolores Vielma 214-609-9344.
Evangelizacion Guadalupana — Estudios cientificos-histéricos de la Virgen de
Guadalupe Nelda Hernandez, 214-952-9136

Grupos de Arte y Cultura
Danza Milagro del Tepeyac — danza de los matachines, Laura Suarez 469-
939-1803
Ballet Folklorico — mantener la tradicion de las culturas, Tacho Dimas 214-642-
9791

Ministerio Liturgico
Proclamadores de la Palabra — Ybeth Montanez, 214-674-0434
Proclamadores Nifios/Adolescentes — José Luis y Yolanda Vengas, 214-434-
7499
Ministerio Extraordinario de la Sagrada Comunién — Luis Alberto Monroy 214-
994-4473
Servidores del Altar — Norma y Julio Pefia 940-799-1766
Coro — Alejandro Suarez, 469-231-2461
Coro de Nifios — Nelda Hernandez 214-952-9136
Hospitalidad — Yolanda & Jose Luis Venegas, 214-434-7499

Primer Viernes de Mes

Este 6 de Enero tendremos la Misa en honor al Sagrado Corazon de Jesus
alas 7pm. Luego continuaremos con una Noche de Adoracion Eucaristica.
Iniciemos el afio a lado de Jesus Sacramentado.

Horarios de Oficina
Las oficinas parroquiales estaran cerradas el domingo 1y lunes 2 de Enero.

Confirmacion y del ministerio de jovenes

Lift se reanudara el 8 de enero para todos los participantes de la Confirmacion
y del ministerio de jévenes. jUnase a nosotros cuando comience la segunda
mitad de nuestro afio! Como de costumbre, las puertas del gimnasio se
abriran a las 6:00 pm.

MAS ALLA DE LOS LIMITES

2016 SANTA MONICA FE EN ACCION

jHasta hoy,

7,132 hours

de servicio se han reportado para el
programa Mas Alla de los Limites!

Anote sus horas en
www.stmonicachurch.org/faithinaction
o use una forma de depdsito que ese

encuentra en las mesas por las entradas
principales de la Iglesia y péngala en la
canasta de colecta.

DEPOSITO

\2D1b-17 SANTA MONICA" :FE EN ACCION:

Caliz Vocacional
Familiar

Para llevarse el Caliz llame
al (214) 358-1453

8 de enero
Carmen Banda

15 de enero
Familia Palo

22 de enero
Familia Ramirez

29 de enero
Jaime Morales
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Misa Roe Memorial 2017 del Norte de Texas
El 13 y 14 de enero de 2017, el Norte de Texas
marcara el 44vo. aniversario de la dramatica
decision tomada por la Corte Suprema de
Estados Unidos Roe vs. Wade del 22 de enero
de 1973 que legalizo el aborto en los Estados
Unidos ocasionando la muerte de mas de 57
millones de nifios no nacidos. Unase al Obispo
Greg Kelly y a miles de personas de fe en una
oracion conmemorativa y testimonio publico. A
continuacion encontrara el calendario de eventos:

13 de enero 2017: 7:00 p.m. Misas
Memoriales Roe: Misa bilingtie celebrada por
el Obispo Greg Kelly en la Iglesia Catdlica
Saint Monica, 9933 Midway Rd., Dallas 75220
(habréa estacionamiento adicional disponible
en el Centro Recreativo Walnut Hill, 10011
Midway Rd, y Walnut Hill Church of Christ,
10550 Marsh Ln, con servicio de autobuses)
y Misa en espaiiol celebrada por el Padre
Jesus Belmontes en la Iglesia Catdlica San
Juan Diego, 10919 Royal Haven Ln, Dallas,
TX 75229.

14 de enero 2017: 10:00 a.m. Manifestacion
de Jovenes por La Vida (en inglés, incluye
almuerzo), en la Capilla St. Jude, 1521 Main
St, Dallas, TX 75201, con una presentacion
del Instituto de Entrenamiento por la Vida
sobre coOmo ser pro-vida con sus amigos,
testimonio inspirador de parte de un
consejero de acera universitario y buena
musica. Se requiere pre-registracion en
prolifedallas.org/yflrally.

11:00 a.m. Rosarios Conmemorativos Roe en
las afueras del centro de aborto Southwestern,
8616 Greenville, Dallas (estacionamiento
disponible en Boundbrook Ave. y en el
estacionamiento del Centro Cristiano

Gaston) y el centro de aborto Planned
Parenthood, 7989 West Virginia Dr., Dallas
(estacionamiento disponible en la calle).

12:30 Procesion de Rosas en el City Hall de
Dallas, 1500 Marilla St, Dallas, TX 75201. Si
usted o sus hijos nacieron en el afio 1973 o
después y estan interesados en participar
en la procesion de rosas, envie un correo
electrénico a cplc@prolifedallas.org.

1:00 p.m. Marcha por la Vida del Norte de
Texas desde la plaza de City Hall hasta la
manifestacion en las afueras de la Corte
Federal Earle Cabell con el Obispo Greg Kelly,
el Pastor Matt Chandler de Village Church,
Patricia Vasquez del Ministerio Pastoral
Hispano, jy mas!

iNo se pierda este evento anual por la Vida! Si
desea obtener informacion adicional visite www.
providadedallas.org o llame al 972-267-5433.

De El Pastor

Cuenta la historia que un famoso
jugador de los Estados Unidos fue
a Arabia Saudita a ensefiar al rey a
jugar golf. El rey tenia mas de treinta
campos de golf, pero nadie, incluyendo
el mismo, podia jugar muy bien. El
famoso golfista le dio una serie de
clases, cobrando un buen honorario
por su conocimiento y experiencia.
Después de muchas semanas, llego
el tiempo que tenia que regresar. Un
emisario del rey vino a decirle que el
rey queria saber qué regalo le gustaria
antes de irse. El golfista le dijo que le
habia pagado bien y no necesitaba
nada mas. Pero el emisario insistio y
le dijo que el rey estaria muy ofendido
si no le decia que regalo queria. El
golfista finalmente dijo: “sélo dile al rey
que me dé un palo de golf, eso sera
suficiente.”

Al dia siguiente regreso el emisario
y le dijo que el rey estaba encantado
con su sugerencia. Luego le dieron al
jugador un club de golf, jse entregd
la escritura a un campo de golf de
dieciocho hoyos! La moraleja de la
historia es: en presencia del rey, no
pidas pequefios regalos

La iglesia no empieza el nuevo afio
haciendo predicciones o pidiendo
resoluciones que pronto se olvidaran.
En cambio, recordamos a una madre.
Maria era el centro para el nuevo
comienzo que Dios tenia preparado
para restaurar nuestra relacion con El
y conocer el plan que tiene. Maria se
coloco en las manos de Dios al aceptar
el papel de ser la madre de su Hijo.
Cosas notables comenzaron a ocurrir
cuando naci6 su Hijo, algo que Maria
no podria imaginar. Ella solo podria
“guardar estas cosas en su corazon”
como dice el Evangelio de hoy. Dios no
nos muestra el futuro.

Al reflexionar sobre el papel de
Maria en la vida de su Hijo, sabemos
gue no solo estaba ahi, dejando
que Dios hiciera todo. Ella estaba
ayudandole a aprender a hablar,
caminar, reirse de sus chistes,
limpiando sus lagrimas cuando se
raspaba una rodilla. Ella le ayudé a ver

las cosas maravillosas del mundo que
le rodeaban y lo llevo a dar gracias a
Dios por sus bendiciones. El Hijo que
conocemos y amamos es un reflejo de
la madre que no lo compartio.

Al comenzar el nuevo ano, la imagen
de la madre y el Hijo son el centro
de nuestras celebraciones son el
ejemplo perfecto de porque tenemos
grandes esperanzas para el futuro.
Maria estuvo dispuesta a confiar en
Dios, tomar su vida en una direccion
inesperada, estaba de acuerdo que
todo lo que tenia le pertenecia a Dios.
Hoy al comenzamos hacer nuestros
planes o durante el verano o nuestro
siguiente cumpleanos, su ejemplo nos
reta a siempre tener en mente que
Dios nos ama y controla todo. Hay
veces que lo unico que podemos hacer
es decir “Si” a Dios, como lo hizo Maria
y dejar las cosas en sus manos. Como
Maria podemos lograr muchas cosas
buenas por Dios, porque El hara que
sucedan si cooperamos con El.

No tenemos que bajar nuestras
expectativas de lo que Dios tiene
reservado para nosotros este nuevo
ano. “En presencia del Rey, No pidas
pequenfios regalos”. Si hemos luchando
con alguna persona, o recordamos
como alguien a quien nos ama ha sido
herido, pedimos paz, el Rey sanara
nuestro corazon y nos dara la fuerza
y valentia para seguir adelante. Si
nos preocupa lo que viene a causa
de nuestra salud, nuestras finanzas
o la situacién mundial, pedimos valor
y confianza, porque el Rey promete
que estara a nuestro lado y nos dara
algo mejor. Al comenzar el nuevo afio,
llenos de confianza, bendecidos, sanos
y felices, el Rey nos dara aun mas si
le pedimos, para poder ser generosos
cuidado de quienes necesitan una
bendicién en su nombre.

Que el 2017, este lleno de bondad
y bendiciones para cada uno de
nosotros. Recuerden, hoy al llegar a
la presencia del Rey en la actualidad,
pedir no pequefios regalos. |El quiere
darnos mas!

--Fr. Stephen W Bierschenk



