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WELCOME TO ST. MONICA CHURCH!
We are pleased to have visitors join us in worship and we invite you
to become active registered parishioners. Registration forms
can be found in the vestibule, at the Parish Office, and online.

Mass Times Weekday Mass Times
Saturday: 5:00 pm 6:45 am, 8:00 am M-F
Sunday: 8:00 am, 9:30 am, 8:00 am Saturdays
11:00 am, 12:30 pm, First Fridays 5:30 pm
2:00 pm (espafiol), 5:00 pm Primer viernes del mes 7:00 pm
Childcare for 11:00 am Mass Reconciliation * Reconciliacion
Ages: 12-months to 4-years Saturday/Sabado
No Cost 3:30-4:30 pm + 6:30-7:00 pm

Room 114 Family Center
St. Monica Women’s Ministry

Baptism * Bautismo
Third Saturday of each month at 10:00 am
Parents and godparents are required to attend a preparation class offered on the first
Saturday of each month at 10:00 am. Call the Faith Formation Office to register.

Tercer sabado de cada mes a las 3:00 pm
Padres y Padrinos deben asistir a una clase de preparacion que
se ofrecen los primeros sabados de mes a la 1:00 pm. Llame
a la Oficina de Ministerio Hispano.

Marriage * Matrimonio
Contact a priest or deacon at least six months before the planned marriage date.
Llame a un Sacerdote o Diacono por lo menos seis
meses antes de la fecha de la boda.

Helplines ¢ Linea de Ayuda
St. Vincent de Paul serves the poor or distressed on an emergency basis.
972-994-1121 (confidential) Volunteers contact: info@stmonicasvdp.org

Stephen Ministry helps those experiencing grief, divorce, job loss, chronic
or terminal iliness, or another life crisis. 214-914-2802 (confidential)

Bulletin Deadline
Monday at 12:00 noon ¢ Submit notices in writing to

JANUARY 8. 2017 ecooper@stmonicachurch.org.
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From the Pastor

There were two women who lived
in San Diego. Both lived in poor
communities and wanted to make a
contribution. The first lady had a vision
of helping the kids in the neighborhood.
She said the vision came to her from
God as she backed her car out of the
garage. She decided that the open room
in the garage could be made into a place
to teach and nurture the neighborhood
children. She invited them in, taught
them about God and self-esteem, and
nurtured their reading and writing abilities.
Many years later those young people
came back leading successful lives and
proclaiming that the difference was in this
wonderful woman who backed her car
out of the garage and gave her love to
kids who needed it.

The other woman, not far away,
wanted to feed the homeless in the
neighborhood and could not get a permit
from the city. Watching the people
needing food daily, she decided to go the
way of the Nike slogan and “Just Do It.”
The city said she could not feed people
out of the front of her house, so she set
up benches in the backyard and fed 150
people a day. When the city called, she
said that it was not breaking the law:
“These people are not homeless people
or clients; they are my family. | always
feed my family in the backyard of my
home.” And the city left her alone. She
knew the way that Jesus calls was the
way of small victories done quietly in his
name.

Today we commemorate the most
unusual event surrounding the birth of
Jesus. ltis interesting that it is recorded
only in the gospel of Matthew, because
Matthew wrote his gospel for Jewish
people who had become Christians.

His gospel is filled with references to
the fulfilment of God’s promises to the
Chosen People fulfilled in Jesus. There
had to have been many friends and
relatives who stopped by to see the
new baby — that happens in any family,
and Joseph was in his home town to be
recorded for the Roman census. But, the
only visitors that Matthew mentions who
came to honor the Child are not part of
the Chosen People of Israel. They are

men from the East — gentiles.

Matthew describes their confusion.
They had seen a great star in the sky
which led them to come seeking a
newborn king. So, they went to the place
a king would be expected to be found —
a palace. Their journey ends in the least
likely place to find a baby at all, much
less a royal baby — a stable. When they
arrived, they did homage, and they gave
their gifts. The signs they had seen in the
heavens convinced them that they must
honor this child.

Our celebration of the Birth of Jesus
for the past two weeks has occurred
because we, like these men, believe we
must honor this child. And decorating
and singing Christmas carols will not be
enough. As we contemplate the image of
the Baby of Bethlehem, we realize that
he is opening his arms to us and inviting
us to accept his invitation to fill this new
year with small victories done quietly in
his name.

Our gifts don’t have to be expensive
like gold, or exotic like frankincense
and myrrh. We give the gift of simple
pleasure to our child as we actually focus
on what they think and dream about
and encourage them to do something
special with their opportunities and
talents to honor God and bless another.
Itis our gift to let a loved one know that
they are forgiven and we are moving on
past an offense simply by acting as if it is
over and forgotten, so that our true love
for each other can be the focus of our
relationship. Someone is alone, carrying
the quiet burden of grief because
someone they love is now gone. Our gift
of a call, a card, a hug or an invitation to
lunch acknowledges that we know their
suffering and are there to help them bear
it.

This year it is possible that our
influence will change many lives for
the better. But we do not know how or
when. All we can do is contemplate the
love the Baby of Bethlehem has for us,
and offer our simple gifts. He is the one
who will fill the world with small victories
as we offer our acts of love in his name.

--Fr. Stephen W Bierschenk
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News & Events

The Catholic Daughters will meet on Tuesday, January 10 at 6:30 pm in the
Lower Lounge of the Family Center. We continue to collect new and gently
used religious articles that you no longer need for our annual give away during
Lent. Donations may be brought to the meeting. All Catholic women over 18
years old are encouraged to join us. This ministry offers various ways to serve
the community and make some lasting friendships along the way. Questions?
Contact Kristin Buehler at CDA2478@gmail.com or 214-621-1060.

Healing with Hope

St. Monica is hosting a 15 week program designed to help Catholics heal from
the emotional and spiritual pain of separation and divorce. The program will

be led by trained lay facilitators to guide participants along a path of hope and
healing. An informative orientation will be held on Tuesday, January 10 at 7 pm
in Room 217 of the Family Center at St. Monica. Regular weekly sessions will
begin on Tuesday, January 31, 2017 and continue through May 9th. The cost
of the program is $25. To register, visit stmonicachurch.org and click on the
“Healing with Hope” banner image. For more information, contact Erin Cooper
at 214-366-7142 or ecooper@stmonicachurch.org.

SAGE, St. Monica’s Senior Outreach, will begin 2017 with its first afternoon
planning meeting of the year on Tuesday, January 10, in Family Center Room
109 at 11:00 am. The discussion will include planning senior activities for the
next year. Possibilities include a tour at the Cistercian Abbey in Irving or Bingo.
Bring your suggestions on January 10 and they will be added to the calendar.
Contact Elaine Scholly at 904-305-7078 with any questions or ideas.

Adorers are needed to sit with Jesus for one hour on Thursday from 11:00 pm
- Midnight and Fridays from 11:00 am - 12:00 pm. To sign up, contact Margie at
adore10397 @sbcglobal.net.

Stewardship
12-25-2016

Regular - $126,059
01-01-2016
Regular - $84,531
Honduras - $3366
Total Mass Attendance
12-24-2016: 3,892
12-25-2016: 960
01-01-2016: 3,110

Bishop Robert Barron’s

CATHOLICISM
BHE PEVOTAL PLAYERS

VOLUME 1

Wednesdays from January 18 - March 8
7:00 - 8:45 pm
Family Center Upper Lounge

Discover the figures who shaped the Church and changed the world! Join
us as we follow Bishop Robert Barron on a new journey to unlock the truth
behind the Catholic Church’s most influential people. CATHOLICISM:
The Pivotal Players is a multi-part film series that illumines the lives of six
saints, artists, mystics, and scholars who not only impacted the life of the
Church but changed the course of civilization. The fee is $25 and includes
a study guide. Register today at stmonicachurch.org.

Mass Intentions

Sunday, January 8

9:30 am........ Priest’s Intention
11:00 am...... Priest’s Intention
12:30 pm...... Priest’s Intention
2:00 pm........ Priest’s Intention
5:00 pm........ Priest’s Intention

6:45am............ Emesto Rodriguez T by Teresa Trujillo
8:00 am............ Bryan Woods + by Jason Abshire

Tuesday, January 10
6:45am............ Nina Cipriano ¥ by Sandy & Rich Haas
8:00 am............. Susan Mello by Jean Ryan

Wednesday, January 11
6:45 am........... Mary Burgess T

by Deacon Bryan & Sharon Mitchell
8:00 am............ Nancy St. Romain 1 by Melva Gates

Thursday, January 12
6:45am.............. Fred Goodnight i by Judy Goodnight
8:00 am............ Mary Burgess i by Catholic Daughters

Friday, January 13
6:45am........... For Religious Vocations
8:00am........... Matthew Melle by Mary Melle

Saturday, January 14
8:00 am............ For the Intentions of the Byrd Family
500 pm.......... Priest’s Intention

Sanctuary Light
This week the Sanctuary Light is burning for
Carolyn & Bill Donahue.

For Our Sick

To request a name to appear, please contact the parish office
or complete a green prayer request card (found on tables at
the back of church) and place the card in an offering basket.
Ester?

Dolores Ortiz'

Ma. Guadalupe Aguinaga?

Lorenzo?
Zach?
Jesse Martinez?

Names will appear for 3 weeks.The numbers after the names begin at 3 and
count down and are intended to help those who make requests.

For Our Departed
Carolyn Bowen
Lydia Lopez Martinez

¢ ¥ o
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St. Monica invites you to celebrate the
25th Anniversary of Ordination
for
Deacon Bob Marrinan
&
Deacon Larry Lucido

This event will also serve as a
Retirement Celebration for
Deacon Lucido

Saturday, January 14, 2017
5 pm Mass
Reception to follow

BEYOND BOUNDARIES

2016 ST. MONICA FAITH IN ACTION

Parishioners have logged

7,192 hours

of service beyond the boundaries of
St. Monica since we launched
Faith in Action!

Log hours at
www.stmonicachurch.org/faithinaction
or use a deposity slip, located at the
back of the church, and drop it in the
collection basket!

DEPOSIT

42016-17 ST. MONICA™ :FAITH IN ACTION:

News & Events

The St. Monica Fine Arts Annual Pop Show will be held on Saturday,

February 4th in the school cafeteria. A matinee performance with drinks and
desserts will begin at 2:30 pm and a dinner show will begin at 6:30 pm (doors
open at 6:00 pm). Tickets for the matinee show are $15. Individual tickets for the
dinner show are $30 or a table for 10 people may be purchased for $300. Tickets
will be sold after all weekend Masses on January 14-15th and January 21-22nd.
Tickets can also be purchased online at stmonicachurch.org or at the parish office.

The next LEAF meeting will be held on Tuesday, January 10th at 7 pm in the
Family Center Upper Lounge. Dr. Melanie Wells will present Anxiety: How to
Recognize, Reduce and Prevent.

St. Monica Grief Support Ministry Have you suffered the loss of a loved one? St.
Monica is now accepting registrations for the Grief Support Ministry. Sessions will
begin on Wednesday, February 1, 2017, 7 pm-9 pm, Room 212. Meetings will be
held once a week for 10 weeks and you will meet in small groups with others going
through similar experiences. Sessions are led by trained lay facilitators. The support
group is free, with only the cost of $10 for the book. Sessions will also be offered in
Spanish starting on Tuesday, February 7th. Please contact either Bill Pratt at 214-
728-3532 or Pam Fete at 210-218-5777 to register or for any questions.

2017 Annual Roe Memorial Mass will be celebrated on January 13, 2017 at
7:00 p.m. by Bishop Greg Kelly at St. Monica Catholic Church. Mass will be
celebrated in Spanish by Father Jesus Belmontes at San Juan Diego, 10919
Royal Haven Ln, Dallas, TX 75229.

Join Fr. Loyd Morris, KCHS on a pilgrimage to Marian Shrines in Europe
in April 2017! Pilgrims will be visiting Marian Shrines in France, Spain and
Portugal. This pilgrimage is certain to be an experience of a lifetime! This
pilgrimage will be benefitting Birth Choice of Dallas. For more information
and specific dates, contact Tekton Ministries at (317) 574-4191 or email
pilgrimage@tektonministries.org.

214.351-5688 EXT 5175
KLEITNICK@STMONICASCHOOL.ORG

Family Vocation Chalice

To participate call (214) 368-3640

January 14 at 5:00 pm
Carol Ann Hobrecht

January 15 at 11:00 am
Stephen & Monique Hohmann

January 15 at 8:00 am
Dan & Pam Fete

January 15 at 12:30 pm
Brandon & Mariangela Byrne

January 15 at 9:30 am
Chip & Lori Impastato

January 15 at 5:00 pm
Delisa Schlachter & Fly
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Noticias y Eventos

Hora Santa Para hombres

Este sabado 14 de enero a las 7 am estan invitados todos los hombres
mayores de 18 afios a una cita con Jesus Sacramentado. Venga a conversar y
conocer de Dios a través de su Hijo Jesucristo en un ambiente fraternal entre
hermanos en la fe. Después de la Adoracion se lleva a cabo un desayuno.
Para mas informacion comuniquese con Luis 214-530-7372.

Ministerio Imagen de Dios Este 2017, te invitamos a evaluar tu caminar bajo
la mirada de Dios en nuestra Hora Santa mensual el 19 de Enero a las 7 pm
en la capilla. También el jueves 26 de Enero les invitamos abrir su corazén a
tener un encuentro consigo mismo y descubrir el lamado que Dios le hace a
vivir una vida en libertad y en el amor. La reunion es para mayores de 18 afios
en todo estado de vida, en el salén de la Biblioteca. Habra cuidado de nifios.
Para mas informacion llame a Elvia Cruz, 214-998-5886.

Ministerio de Luto y Duelo de Santa Monica ¢ Estas atravesando por el dolor
de haber perdido a un ser querido? Ahora, estamos inscribiendo para participar
en el Ministerio de Luto y Duelo que se iniciara el martes, 7 de febrero 2017,

7 pm-9 pm en el salén 212 de Sta. Monica. El programa se lleva a cabo en

10 sesiones de grupo, junto a otras personas que estan pasando lo mismo.

Es dirigido por facilitadores laicos capacitados. No hay costo por las sesiones
solamente debe comprar el libro de $10.00. La sesién también se ofrece en
Ingles. Para mas informacion o para inscribirse por favor comuniquese con
Minerva Holmes, al 469-733-3925 o Maria Rocha al 214-366-7131.

Catequesis Familiar Formacioén para padres de nifios de catecismo se lleva
a cabo en dos horarios todos los domingos en la cafeteria; 3:15 - 4:40 pm y
6:10 — 7:40 pm. Si su hijo/a recibira sacramentos este afio debe de asistir por
lo menos a diez sesiones. Las clases son interactivas y dinamicas. Para mas
informacion llame a Maria M. Gonzalez-Rocha, 214-357-8549.

MAS ALLA DE LOS LIMITES

2016 SANTA MONICA FE EN ACCION

jHasta hoy,

7,192 hours

de servicio se han reportado para el
programa Mas Alla de los Limites!

Anote sus horas en
www.stmonicachurch.org/faithinaction
o use una forma de depdsito que ese

encuentra en las mesas por las entradas
principales de la Iglesia y péngala en la
canasta de colecta.

DEPOSITO

BEYOND BOUNDARIES

FECHA DE SERVICIO B
HORAS P
FECHA DE SERVICIO
HORAS -

 Nombre dat lugar donde fue volunlario
TOTAL

\2D1b-17 SANTA MONICA" :FE EN ACCION:

Caliz Vocacional
Familiar

Para llevarse el Caliz llame
al (214) 358-1453

15 de enero
Familia Palo

22 de enero
Familia Ramirez

29 de enero
Jaime Morales
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Pastoral Familiar Hispana

¢ Le gustaria tener una mejor relacion con

su esposo e hijos? Les esperamos todos los
jueves al punto de las 7 pm en la cafeteria de
la Escuela a la asamblea semanal de Pastoral
Familiar. Sus hijos y adolescentes también
reciben formacién al mismo tiempo que usted.
Cada semana se presentan temas diferentes
que le ayudaran a mejorar su vida personal,
espiritual y social, motivandolo a invitar a
Dios ser parte de ella. Para mas informacién
comuniquese con Romel y Rosalinda, 214-
789-7421.

Misa Roe Memorial 2017 del Norte de Texas
El 13 y 14 de enero de 2017, el Norte de Texas
marcara el 44vo. aniversario de la dramatica
decision tomada por la Corte Suprema de
Estados Unidos Roe vs. Wade del 22 de enero
de 1973 que legalizo el aborto en los Estados
Unidos ocasionando la muerte de mas de 57
millones de nifios no nacidos. Unase al Obispo
Greg Kelly y a miles de personas de fe en una
oracion conmemorativa y testimonio publico. A
continuacion encontrara el calendario de eventos:
13 de enero 2017: 7:00 p.m. Misas
Memoriales Roe: Misa bilingtie celebrada por
el Obispo Greg Kelly en la Iglesia Catdlica
Saint Monica. y Misa en espafiol celebrada
por el Padre Jesus Belmontes en la Iglesia
Catélica San Juan Diego, 10919 Royal Haven
Ln, Dallas, TX 75229.

14 de enero 2017: 10:00 a.m. Manifestacion
de Jovenes por La Vida (en inglés, incluye
almuerzo), en la Capilla St. Jude, 1521 Main
St, Dallas, TX 75201, con una presentacion
del Instituto de Entrenamiento por la Vida
sobre coOmo ser pro-vida con sus amigos,
testimonio inspirador de parte de un
consejero de acera universitario y buena
musica. Se requiere pre-registracion en
prolifedallas.org/yflrally.

11:00 a.m. Rosarios Conmemorativos Roe en
las afueras del centro de aborto Southwestern,
8616 Greenville, Dallas (estacionamiento
disponible en Boundbrook Ave. y en el
estacionamiento del Centro Cristiano

Gaston) y el centro de aborto Planned
Parenthood, 7989 West Virginia Dr., Dallas
(estacionamiento disponible en la calle).

12:30 Procesion de Rosas en el City Hall de
Dallas, 1500 Marilla St, Dallas, TX 75201. Si
usted o sus hijos nacieron en el afio 1973 o
después y estan interesados en participar

en la procesion de rosas, envie un correo
electrénico a cplc@prolifedallas.org.

1:00 p.m. Marcha por la Vida del Norte de
Texas desde la plaza de City Hall hasta la
manifestacion en las afueras de la Corte
Federal Earle Cabell con el Obispo Greg Kelly,
el Pastor Matt Chandler de Village Church,
Patricia Vasquez del Ministerio Pastoral
Hispano, jy mas!

De El Pastor

Habia dos mujeres que vivian en San
Diego, ambas vivian en comunidades
pobres y querian contribuir en algo.

La primera sefiora tenia la vision de
ayudar a los nifios de la vecindad. Dijo
que su visidn venia de Dios mientras
sacaba su carro del garaje. Decidié que
el garaje podria servir como un lugar
para ensefar y nutrir a los nifios de la
vecindad. Les invito y ensefio sobre
Dios, el autoestima y les ayudo en sus
habilidades de leer y escribir. Afios
después aquellos jovenes regresaron
teniendo una vida exitosa y diciendo
que lo que habia hecho la diferencia
fue que aquella mujer maravillosa habia
estacionado su carro afuera de su
garaje y habia dado amor a nifios que lo
necesitaban.

La otra mujer, no se quedo tan
atras, queria dar de comer a los
desamparados en la vecindad y no
logro obtener permiso de la ciudad.
Mirando que las personas necesitaban
todos los dias comida, decidié seguir
el lema de Nike “Solo hazlo.” La ciudad
dijo que no podia dar de comer a las
personas frente a su casa, entonces
decidié poner bancas en el jardin y
daba de comer a 150 personas todos
los dias. Cuando hablo la ciudad ella
les dijo que no estaba violando la ley:
“estas personas no son desamparados
o clientes, ellos son mi familia. Siempre
les doy de comer a mi familia en el
jardin de mi casa.” La ciudad dejo de
molestarla. Sabia que lo que Jesus
nos pide son pequefios triunfos hechos
silenciosamente en Su nombre.

Hoy celebramos el evento mas
inusual que le rodea al nacimiento de
Jesus. Es interesante que solamente
el evangelio de Mateo lo tiene, porque
Mateo escribié su evangelio a los Judios
que se convirtieron al Cristianismo. Su
evangelio esta lleno de referencias de
como Dios cumplié sus promesas a su
pueblo elegido a través de Jesus. Tuvo
que haber muchos amigos y familiares
que fueron a ver al nifio, eso sucede
en cada familia, y José estaba en su
pueblo natal para registrarse al censo
Romano. Pero, los unicos visitantes
que menciona Mateo que vinieron a
honrar al Nifio no son parte del Pueblo

Escogido de Israel. Son hombres del
Este, los gentiles.

Mateo describe su confusion. Habian
visto una Estrella en el cielo y los guio a
ver al rey recién nacido. Por eso fueron
al lugar donde se espera que nazca un
rey- el palacio. Su jornada termino en
el lugar menos esperado de encontrar
un bebe, mucho menos a un rey, en un
pesebre. Cuando llegaron lo honraron y
le obsequiaron sus regalos. Las sefales
que vieron en el cielo los convencieron
que debian de honrar a este nifio.

Nuestra celebracién del nacimiento de
Jesus hace dos semanas ha ocurrido
porque al igual que esos hombres,
creemos que debemos honrar este nifo.
El decorar y cantar villancicos no es
suficiente. Al contemplar la imagen del
Nifio de Belén, nos damos cuenta que
abre sus brazos y nos invita a aceptar el
llamado de llenar este afo de pequeios
logros hechos silenciosamente en su
nombre.

Nuestros regalos no tienen que
ser caros como el oro, franquicia o
mirra. Damos el regalo de un gozo
sencillo a nuestro hijo al enfocarnos
en lo que piensa y suefa. También los
motivamos hacer algo especial con las
oportunidades y talentos para honrar
a Dios y bendecir a otros. Es nuestro
regalo dejarle saber al que amamos
que les perdonamos y se nos pasa la
ofensa con el simple hecho de actuar
como si el problema termino y se nos
olvido, para que el verdadero amor
pueda enfocarse en nuestra relacion.
Alguien esta solo, cargando el peso de
su duelo porque alguien que amo se
ha ido. Nuestro regalo de una llamada,
una tarjeta, un abrazo, una invitacion a
comer les da a saber que sabemos de
su dolor y estamos ahi para ayudarles a
superarlo.

Es posible que este afio nuestra
influencia cambie muchas vidas de una
mejor manera. Pero no sabemos como
ni dénde. Todo lo que podemos hacer
es contemplar el amor que el Nifio de
Belén tiene por nosotros y nos ofrece
regalos sencillos. El es el que llena el
mundo con pequenos logros al ofrecer
pequefios actos de amor en Su nombre.

—Fr. Stephen W Bierschenk



