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Search for “St. Monica Church Dallas” in the app store.

WELCOME TO ST. MONICA CHURCH!
We are pleased to have visitors join us in worship and we invite you
to become active registered parishioners. Registration forms
can be found in the vestibule, at the Parish Office, and online.

Mass Times Weekday Mass Times
Saturday: 5:00 pm 6:45 am, 8:00 am M-F
Sunday: 8:00 am, 9:30 am, 8:00 am Saturdays
11:00 am, 12:30 pm, First Fridays 5:30 pm
2:00 pm (espafiol), 5:00 pm Primer viernes del mes 7:00 pm
Childcare for 11:00 am Mass Reconciliation * Reconciliacion
Ages: 12-months to 4-years Saturday/Sabado
No Cost 3:30-4:30 pm + 6:30-7:00 pm

Room 114 Family Center
St. Monica Women’s Ministry

Baptism * Bautismo
Third Saturday of each month at 10:00 am
Parents and godparents are required to attend a preparation class offered on the first
Saturday of each month at 10:00 am. Call the Faith Formation Office to register.

Tercer sabado de cada mes a las 3:00 pm
Padres y Padrinos deben asistir a una clase de preparacion que
se ofrecen los primeros sabados de mes a la 1:00 pm. Llame
a la Oficina de Ministerio Hispano.

Marriage * Matrimonio
Contact a priest or deacon at least six months before the planned marriage date.
Llame a un Sacerdote o Diacono por lo menos seis
meses antes de la fecha de la boda.

Helplines ¢ Linea de Ayuda
St. Vincent de Paul serves the poor or distressed on an emergency basis.
972-994-1121 (confidential) Volunteers contact: info@stmonicasvdp.org

Stephen Ministry helps those experiencing grief, divorce, job loss, chronic
or terminal iliness, or another life crisis. 214-914-2802 (confidential)

Bulletin Deadline
Monday at 12:00 noon ¢ Submit notices in writing to

DECEMBER 25, 2016 ecooper@stmonicachurch.org.
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Parish Staff

Fr. Stephen W. Bierschenk
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Monsignor John F. Meyers
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Deacons
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St. Monica Church Office

Bob Marrinan
Brian Mitchell

Main: (214) 358-1453 « Fax: (214) 351-1887
Hours: M-F 9:00-5:00 - Sunday 10:00-2:00

Parish Secretary ...............ccccocoe. X 7453
Faby Gomez
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Debbie Diaz

Database Manager......................... x 7111
Melissa Franks

Volunteer Coordinator................... x 7173
Maria E. Juarez-Plank

Safe Environment Director ........... x 7144
Shavana Lopez
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Jared Wirths

Director of Youth Ministry............. x 7106
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Director of Music........................... x 7101
Jeremy Wirths
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Organist (9:30 & 11:00 Mass)
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Faith Formation
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Director of Faith Formation .......... x 7132
Mariangela Byrne

Administrative Assistant .............. X 7549
Eldie Diaz

Marriage Ministry Coordinator.....x 7164
Coordinadora de Matriomonios
Martha Gonzalez

Ministerio Hispano

Main: (214) 357-8549 » Fax: (214) 351-1887

Director of Hispanic Ministry........ x 7131
Maria M. Gonzalez-Rocha

St. Monica School

Main: (214) 351-5688 « Fax: (214) 352-2608

Phil Riley, Principal
www.stmonicaschool.org

From the Pastor

There was a small church which
had a traditional Christmas pageant
to which the entire town was invited.
Ten-year-old Barry had managed to
create a disaster in every Christmas
play he had been in. One year his
angel wings caught on fire when he
got too close to the candles. The next
year he played Herod, and as he
jumped up from his throne, he jerked
the carpet out from under the three
wise men and dumped them on the
floor. The children begged the teacher
to leave Barry out of the play this year.

But the teacher knew Barry loved
Christmas and wanted to be part of
the play. So, she decided he would
be less likely to have a problem if
she gave him a simple part — the
innkeeper of Bethlehem. All he had
to do was open and close a door and
speak one short line.

Barry made it perfectly through all
the rehearsals. Then, on the night
when mothers, fathers, friends,
strangers, and the whole community
sat in hushed silence, reliving the
Christmas story, Barry had his chance
to “redeem” himself. He opened the
door of the inn and looked straight
into the face of Mary and Joseph.
Mary sat very sad and pale on a little
donkey. Barry came through! He said
his line with professional emphasis
and timing: “Be gone! | have no room
for the likes of you!” Mary and Joseph
turned sadly away into the cold night,
but Barry was still standing at the
open door of his inn. Those who were
on the front row saw tears well up in
his eyes and his lips tremble. Like a
thunderclap, he yelled, “Wait!” Every
heart in the room stopped! That word
was not in the script of the familiar
Christmas story.

Then Barry finished it: “Wait! You
can have my room!” Many parents
were outraged because Barry had
“ruined” another Christmas play.
Pandemonium broke out. But the

teacher quieted the crowd, dried
Barry’s tears, as well as her own,
and said, “Maybe Barry was the real
messenger after all. Only to those
who have room in their hearts, can
the dear Christ Child enter in.”

This Christmas, as our heart is filled
with joy and happiness as we see
the delight and wonder in the face of
a little child, and enjoy the warmth of
being with those we love the most
in the world, it is important to invite
the Christ Child to enter in to our
celebration — a simple prayer together
inviting him to be with us is all that is
needed for him to share himself with
us.

If our Christmas this year is difficult
because a loved one will not be
there, as we invite the Christ Child
to enter in, we discover there is
hope, because he promises us that
our parting is only temporary, and
there will come one day a wonderful
reunion with those who have gone
before us.

It may be that we feel distant from
God this year, because we have
forgotten God, or ignored his blessing
us, or chosen to walk away. But,
today, the Christ Child opens his arms
to us, and invites himself into our
heart, because even when we are
disappointed in our self, he is never
disappointed in us. All he can do is
love us, as imperfect as we are.

The Baby whose birth we celebrate
today is God with us. He shares
every joy and every sorrow and
understands us better than we can
sometimes understand our self. And
his coming is a promise that we are
not alone. All we have to do is invite
him into our life, and the Christ Child
will enter in!

—Fr. Stephen W Bierschenk
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Masses for New Year’s will be celebrated on:
Saturday, December 31st

8 am, 5 pm & 7 pm (Spanish); Confessions will be held at regular times.
Sunday, January 1st

8 am, 9:30 am, 11 am, 12:30 pm, 2 pm (Spanish) & 5 pm

The St. Monica Church Offices will be closed today and on Monday, December
26th in observance of Christmas. The office will close at 12 pm on Friday,
December 30th and will be closed on Monday, January 2nd in observance of New
Year’s. The offices will reopen on Tuesday, January 3rd at 9 am.

On Monday, December 12th, St Monica volunteers prepared and served a nice
dinner to over 400 residents at Austin Street Homeless Center. Through
your wonderful generosity, in addition to dinner, we also provided each resident
with two pairs of warm socks along with a homemade Christmas card! Thanks
to each of you who helped with meal preparation and sock donations.

25th Anniversary of Ordinations for .
Deacon Bob Marrinan &
Deacon Larry Lucido

Saturday, January 14, 2017
5 pm Mass
Reception to follow
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Stewardship
12-18-2016
Regular - $62,297
Priest's Gifts - $18,470
Total Mass Attendance

12-18-2016
3,176

Mass Intentions

Sunday, December 25
9:30 am........ Priest’s Intention
11:00 am...... Priest’s Intention

6:45am............ Suzanne Weaver ¥ by Mom & Dad
8.00am............ Frank Halovanic ¥ by Flo Halovanic

Tuesday, December 27
6:45am............ Howard E. Hauger & by Rebone Family
8:00am........... Andres Roberto Paredes +

by The Oliva Family

Wednesday, December 28
6:45am........... For Madden & Canary Families
8:00 am........... Dennis Wijeweera T by Wijeweera Family

Thursday, December 29
645am............ Benjamin Meza by Diaz de Flores Family
8.00am.......... Teresa Redlingshafer ¥ by Simons Family

Friday, December 30
645am............ Howard E. Hauger 1 by Rebone Family
8.00am........... Kevin L. Wachsman T

by Wachsman Family

Saturday, December 31
8.00am............ Holy Souls ¥ by Miguel Moon
5:00 pm...ccrere Theresa Noyes i by Bob & Monica Noyes

Sanctuary Light
This week the Sanctuary Light is burning for the
Wachsman Family.

For Our Sick

To request a name to appear, please contact the parish office
or complete a green prayer request card (found on tables at
the back of church) and place the card in an offering basket.

Lorenzo® Dolores Ortiz?

Zach® Willie Alcala’

Jesse Martinez® Ma. Guadalupe Aguinaga®
Ester®

Names will appear for 3 weeks.The numbers after the names begin at 3 and
count down and are intended to help those who make requests.

For Our Departed

William Risinger, Sr.
Carolyn M. Bowen

¢ ¥ o
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All young adults are invited to our monthly
XLT - a night of worship, inspiration, and
adoration. This month, we’re focusing on

the Blessed Mother.

JANUARY 3
7:00PM
FAMILY CENTER ROOM 220

www.L1FTministry.org

BEYOND BOUNDARIES

2016 ST. MONICA FAITH IN ACTION

Parishioners have logged

6,729 hours

of service beyond the boundaries of
St. Monica since we launched
Faith in Action!

Log hours at
www.stmonicachurch.org/faithinaction
or use a deposity slip, located at the
back of the church, and drop it in the
collection basket!

DEPOSIT

SFAITH IN ACTION:

42016-17 ST. MONICA"

News & Events

The Knights of Columbus Notre Dame Assembly 2144 is again holding its New
Year’s Eve Raffle! Winners will be chosen at the New Year’s Eve dance and
do not need to be in attendance. Prizes include: 1) a One Week stay at sand and
beaches, snow skiing, golf, or a castle in Europe; 2) Ruger American Rifle .270;
3) One round of golf for 4 including golf carts at Prestonwood Country Club; 4)
Char-Griller Super Pro Barrel Charcoal Grill; and other items. Tickets are $5
each, 3 for $10, or 10 for $20. Raffle tickets are available online at
www.kofc2144.org or contact Nick Weidenkopf at 214-802-1752 or nd2144@
att.net.

Healing with Hope

St. Monica is hosting a 15 week program designed to help Catholics heal from
the emotional and spiritual pain of separation and divorce. The program will

be led by trained lay facilitators to guide participants along a path of hope and
healing. An informative orientation will be held on Tuesday, January 10 at 7 pm
in Room 217 of the Family Center at St. Monica. Regular weekly sessions will
begin on Tuesday, January 31, 2017 and continue through May 9th. The cost
of the program is $25. To register, visit stmonicachurch.org and click on the
“Healing with Hope” banner image. For more information, contact Erin Cooper
at 214-366-7142 or ecooper@stmonicachurch.org.

Stephen Ministers are members of St Monica Church who go through 50
hours of caregiving training in providing emotional and spiritual support to
people going through a difficult time, such as grief, divorce, job loss, illness or
another life crises. We will be training a new class of Stephen Ministers starting
January 12th, 2017. To find out more about becoming a Stephen Minister, call
Jim Einspanier at 214-914-2802.

Adorers are needed to sit with Jesus for one hour on Thursday from 11:00 pm
- Midnight and Fridays from 11:00 am - 12:00 pm. To sign up, contact Margie at
adore10397 @sbcglobal.net.

Family Vocation Chalice

To participate call (214) 368-3640

December 31 at 5:00 pm
Phil & Becky Ryan

January 1 at 11:00 am
Alana Strother

January 1 at 8:00 am
Christina Neria

January 1 at 12:30 pm
Chris & Cristy Garza

January 1 at 9:30 am
Jeff & Leslie Jordan

January 1 at 5:00 pm
Everett & Julie Smith

AK&DK 1/11/17
K -8 1/13/17

(RSVP FOR 4K & DK ONLY)
Registration begins @ 8:30 am
Presentation begins promptly @ 9:00 am
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Noticias y Eventos
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No Pierdas la Oportunidad de recibir a Jesus
Misa de Fin de Ao, Sabado 31 de Diciembre - 8am.; 5pm.; & 7pm. (Espafiol)
Domingo, 1 de Enero — Horario regular.

MAS ALLA DE LOS LIMITES

2016 SANTA MONICA FE EN ACCION

jHasta hoy,

6,729 hours

de servicio se han reportado para el
programa Mas Alla de los Limites!

Anote sus horas en
www.stmonicachurch.org/faithinaction
o use una forma de depésito que ese

encuentra en las mesas por las entradas
principales de la Iglesia y péngala en la
canasta de colecta.

DEPOSITO

BEYOND BOUNDARIES

- FECHA DE SERVICIO D BB
TECROEROY
_ Horas P
Hovere

FECHA DE SERVICIO B g1l
x
fme aaut -

o18043a

 Nombre dat lugar donde fue volunlario
TOTAL

\2D1b-17 SANTA MONICA" :FE EN ACCION:

ORACION PARA LA NOCHE BUENA

Dios del cielo y de la tierra: En esta Noche Santa te queremos dar gracias
por tanto amor. Gracias por nuestra familia y por nuestro hogar. Gracias por
las personas que trabajan con nosotros. Bendicenos en este dia tan especial
en el que esperamos el nacimiento de tu Hijo. Ayldanos a preparar nuestros
corazones para recibir al Nifio Jesus con amor, con alegria y esperanza.
Estamos aqui reunidos para adorarlo y darle gracias por venir a nuestro
mundo a llenar nuestras vidas. Hoy al contemplar el pesebre recordamos
especialmente a las familias que no tienen techo, alimento y comodidad. Te
pedimos por ellas para que la Virgen y San José les ayuden a encontrar un
calido hogar.

Te pedimos Nifio JesUs que nazcas en nuestros corazones para que podamos
regalarle a otros el amor que Tu nos muestras dia a dia. Ayudanos a reflejar
con nuestra vida tu abundante misericordia.

Que junto con tus Angeles y Arcangeles vivamos siempre alabandote y
glorificandote.

(En este momento alguien de la familia pone al Nifio Jesus en el pesebre o si
ya esta alli se coloca un pequefio cirio o velita delante de El).

Santisima Virgen Maria, gracias por aceptar ser la Madre de Jesus y Madre
nuestra, gracias por tu amor y proteccion. Sabemos que dia a dia intercedes
por nosotros y por nuestras intenciones, gracias Madre.

Querido San José, gracias por ser padre y protector del Nifio Jesus, te
pedimos que ruegues a Dios por nosotros para que seamos una familia unida
en el amor y podamos ser ejemplo de paz y reconciliacion para los demas.
Amén

Continuar con el Rosario...

Caliz Vocacional
Familiar

Para llevarse el Caliz llame
al (214) 358-1453

1 de enero
Sergio Meza

8 de enero
Carmen Banda

15 de enero
Familia Palo

22 de enero
Familia Ramirez

29 de enero
Jaime Morales
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Hora Santa Infantil

El viernes 30 de Diciembre, tendremos la
Hora Santa Infantil para sus nifios, para
ensefarles a estar en presencia de Jesus
Eucaristia. Traiga a sus nifios a tener un
encuentro personal con Cristo, a través de
cantos, historias y charlas adecuadas a su
edad. Después de la Hora Santa, se tendra
un convivio de fin de Afo. La Hora Santa
inicia a las 7pm. en la Iglesia.

Misa de Fin de aio

La misa de fin de afio sera el 31 de Diciembre
a las 7pm. Traiga sus velas de la Divina
Providencia para ser bendecidas. Iniciemos
el afio de la mano del Sefior.

Horarios de Oficina

Las oficinas parroquiales estaran cerradas
el lunes 26 de diciembre, viernes 30 de
diciembre hasta medio dia 12 pm y reabriran
el martes 3 de enero.

Misa Roe Memorial 2017 del Norte de Texas
El 13 y 14 de enero de 2017, el Norte de Texas
marcara el 44vo. aniversario de la dramatica
decision tomada por la Corte Suprema de
Estados Unidos Roe vs. Wade del 22 de enero
de 1973 que legalizo el aborto en los Estados
Unidos ocasionando la muerte de mas de 57
millones de nifios no nacidos. Unase al Obispo
Greg Kelly y a miles de personas de fe en una
oracién conmemorativa y testimonio publico.

A continuacion encontrara el calendario de
eventos:

13 de enero 2017: 7:00 p.m. Misas
Memoriales Roe: Misa bilingtie celebrada por
el Obispo Greg Kelly en la Iglesia Catdlica
Saint Monica, 9933 Midway Rd., Dallas 75220
(habréa estacionamiento adicional disponible
en el Centro Recreativo Walnut Hill, 10011
Midway Rd, y Walnut Hill Church of Christ,
10550 Marsh Ln, con servicio de autobuses)
y Misa en espaniol celebrada por el Padre
Jesus Belmontes en la Iglesia Catdlica San
Juan Diego, 10919 Royal Haven Ln, Dallas,
TX 75229.

14 de enero 2017: 10:00 a.m. Manifestacion
de Jovenes por La Vida (en inglés, incluye
almuerzo), en la Capilla St. Jude, 1521 Main
St, Dallas, TX 75201, con una presentacion
del Instituto de Entrenamiento por la Vida
sobre coOmo ser pro-vida con sus amigos,
testimonio inspirador de parte de un
consejero de acera universitario y buena
musica. Se requiere pre-registracion en
prolifedallas.org/yflrally.
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De El Pastor

Habia una iglesia pequefia que
tenia una obra navidefa al cual todo
el pueblo estaba invitado. Barry
un nifo de diez afos habia logrado
hacer un desastre en todas las obras
Navidefias en cual habia participado.
Un afio sus alas se encendieron
cuando se acerco mucho a las velas.
Otro afio la hizo de Herodes, cuando
salto de su trono dio un tirén a la
alfombra donde estaban los reyes
magos y lo tiro al piso. Los nifios le
rogaron a la maestra que ese afo no
pusiera a Barry en la obra.

La maestra sabia que a Barry le
gustaba la Navidad y queria ser
parte de la obra. Decidié que seria
menos posible de tener un problema
si le daba una parte simple -el
mesonero de Belén. Todo lo que
tenia que hacer era abrir y cerrar la
puerta y hablar por un corto tiempo.

Barry lo hizo perfecto en las
practicas. Entonces en la noche
cuando las mamas, papas, amigos,
extrafios y toda la comunidad
estaban en silencio, reviviendo la
historia de Navidad, Barry tuvo la
oportunidad de “redimirse”. Abrio
la puerta de la posada y miro
directamente a la cara de Maria
y José. Maria estaba sentada
triste y palida en el pequefio burro.
jEntonces salio Barry! Dijo su linea
con énfasis profesional y a tiempo:
“ivayanse! jNo tengo un cuarto para
ustedes!” Maria y José se retiraron
tristes en el frio de la noche, pero
Barry aun estaba parado en la
puerta. Aquellos que estaban en las
filas de enfrente miraron lagrimas
rodar de sus ojos y el temblor de
sus labios. Como un trueno, grito,
“iEspera!” jCada corazon en el
cuarto se detuvo!

Entonces Barry lo terminé:
“iEspera, puedes tener mi
habitacion!” Muchos padres estaban
indignados porque Barry habia
“arruinado” otra obra de Navidad. El
pandemonio estalld. Pero la maestra

calmo la multitud, seco las lagrimas
de Barry, asi como sus propias, y
dijo: “Tal vez Barry es el verdadero
mensajero, después de todo. Sélo a
los que tienen lugar en su corazon,
puede entrar el querido Nifio Jesus”.

Esta Navidad, ya que nuestro
corazén se llena de alegria 'y
felicidad al ver el deleite y la maravilla
en el rostro de un nifio pequenio,

y disfrutar del calor del ser con los
que mas amamos en el mundo, es
importante invitar al Nifio Jesus a
entrar en nuestra celebracion - una
simple oracion juntos invitandolo a
estar con nosotros es todo lo que se
necesita para que él se comparta
con nosotros.

Si nuestra Navidad de este afio
es dificil porque un ser querido
no estara alli, ya que invitamos al
Nifio Jesus a entrar, descubrimos
que hay esperanza, porque €l nos
promete que nuestra separacion es
so6lo temporal, y vendra un dia una
reunion maravillosa con los que se
han ido antes de nosotros.

Puede ser que nos sentimos lejos
de Dios este afo, porque nos hemos
olvidado de Dios, o ignoramos
sus bendiciones, o hemos elegido
alejarnos. Pero, hoy en dia, el Nifio
Jesus abre sus brazos a nosotros,

y se invita a nuestro corazon,

porque incluso cuando estamos
decepcionados con nosotros
mismos, él nunca esta decepcionado
en nosotros. Todo lo que puede
hacer es amarnos, tan imperfectos
COMO NOSOLros.

El Bebé cuyo nacimiento
celebramos hoy es Dios con
nosotros. El comparte cada alegria
y cada dolor y nos entiende mejor
de lo que a veces nosotros nos
podemos entender. Su venida es una
promesa de que no estamos solos.

i Todo lo que tenemos que hacer
es invitarlo a nuestra vida, y el Nifio
Jesus entrara!l

--Fr. Stephen W Bierschenk



